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March 14, 2010

Detainees ...
(From page 16)

Glitches ...
(From page l)

call of nature.  However, since
the comfort of the city police sta-
tion was “out of order,” the two
were escorted to the beach front
near the station situated in Sitio
Bateria, Barangay Poblacion.

Upon reaching the shoreline,
the inmates reportedly took advan-
tage of the pitch darkness, duped
their escorts and started running de-
spite orders from the two police-
men to halt.  Catubo and dela Torre
gave chase but claimed that the in-
mates disappeared inside the man-
grove forest.  As of this writing, it
is still uncertain if the inmates have
already been recap

the hospital but was declared
dead on arrival by attending phy-
sicians. The suspect Eddie
Jabonillo was accompanied  by vil-
lage officials when he submitted
himself to the authorities.

No suspects ...
(From page 16)

The Commission on Elec-
tion has expressed concern that
certain problems might mar the
country’s first ever automated
elections noting that there are
delays in the printing of ballots,
delivery of counting machines,
mechanical problems, as well as
logistical deficiency.

Among the possible major
glitches are:

No justice secretary to man
the DOJ; no chief justice of the
Supreme Court; no Senate presi-
dent; no Speaker of the house;
no vice president is hiatus
enough in case of failure of elec-
tions. So ripe for sa military take
over.

A close margin in the tight
Villar-Noynoy fight requires a
wider margine to declare a win-
ner; only 75% of the voting pre-
cincts are electronically con-
nected thus 25% could be sus-
ceptible to fraud practices; tight

First District to aid the Armed
Forces of the Philippines in pre-
venting election violence and boost
the government’s counter-insur-
gency drive.

Negros Oriental Police Pro-
vincial Office Director Sr. Supt.
Augusto Marquez Jr. said that the
regional policemen will be de-
ployed in the town of La Libertad
and the cities of Canlaon and
Guihulngan.

Provincial Election Supervisor
Atty. Eddie Aba added that the elite
cops will help the soldiers in neu-
tralizing partisan armed groups
whose presence have been noted
by authorities.

Col. Ochotorena has also or-
dered an intensified monitoring of
the activities of the New People’s
Army after reports indicate that the
insurgents have started demanding
and collecting Permit to Campaign
and Permit to Win from politicians.

Aba said that his office is still
assessing the province’s peace and
order situation leading to the elec-
tions and did not discount the pos-
sibility that additional troops will
be deployed here of the situation
“if the situation calls for it.

Ocho -Vice ...
(From page l)

The Department of Educa-
tion appealed to politicians par-
ticularly those seeking elec-
tions on May 10, to at least
spare the graduation exercises
as venues to promote their can-
didacies in order not to dilute
the significance of the occa-
sion to the graduates and their
families.

In fact, Deped Secretary
Jesli Lapuz stressed in a recent
memorandum order to all super-
visors the need to conduct
graduation rites in an “appro-
priate solemn ceremony befit-
ting the graduating students
and their parents and shall not
in any be used as a venue for
political forum.”

However, there is no guar-
antee that the education
department’s request can be
granted since the Commission
on Elections has not included

that in the list of prohibited acts
among national and local can-
didates.

Milagros Velez  noted that
even if politicians are not physi-
cally present, their candidacies
are still advertised by the
scholarships they sponsor, the
“awards of excellence” given to
top graduates complete with
medallions, certificates and
cash and even by simply hang-
ing streamers bearing their
names and faces greeting the
graduates outside the cam-
puses and even inside the
venue of the graduation.

Negros Oriental Schools
Division Superintendent Dr.
Maria Milagros Velez and Pro-
vincial Election Supervisor
Atty. Eddie Aba agreed that the
proposal to prohibit politicians
in graduation ceremonies is
ideal but conceded that there is
no law banning candidates from
appearing or speaking during
commencement exercises.

1st district congressional
candidates (3) with the gover-
nor and vice-governor aspir-
ants.  For 3rd congressional dis-
trict candidates (3) with gover-
nors and vice-governors will be
on April 13, Tuesday at 7:00PM
at Siaton gymnasium. Other
candidate’s forum schedules
are the following: April 16 Fri-
day, 7:00PM, Jimalalud – 1st Dis-
trict Board Members (6) with
 Mayor & Vice-Mayor candi-
dates; April 20 Tuesday,
7:00PM, Siaton  - 3rd District
Board Members (5)
with  Mayor & Vice-Mayor
candidates; April 23 Friday,
7:00PM, Dumaguete City – 2nd

District Board Members (11);
April 27 Tuesday, 7:00PM -
Dumaguete City Mayoral (5) &
Vice-Mayoral (4);  April 29
Thursday, 7:00PM – 1st Batch
Dumaguete City Councilors
(15) and April 30 Friday, 7:00PM
– 2nd Batch Dumaguete City
Councilors (16)

All these candidates are in-
vited by DEB through the Com-
mission on Elections to make
themselves available and take
the opportunity to speak on
their programs. DEB convenor
Rev. Fr. Julius Heruela said the
candidates’ forum will also pro-
vide local residents ample op-
portunity to know their candi-
dates better and raise the level
of consciousness of voters to-
wards a clean, honest, accurate,
meaningful and peaceful elec-
tions (CHAMP). The DEB is
composed of PPCRV, Comelec,
Namfrel, PIA (Philippine Infor-
mation Agency), CBCP-NASSA
(Catholic Bishops Conference of
the Philippines – National Sec-
retariat for Social Action), and
joined recently a people’s group
in Dumaguete, the AAGOGO
(Affirmative Action for Good
Governance). The candidates
are expected to deliver a five-
minute speech about their quali-
fications/ platform/ program of
government after which an open
forum will immediately follow
through a multi-sectoral panel
of reactors. (B Jenny Tilos, PIA)

Church ...
(From page 2)

Rodolfo Gonzalez Jr.
In clearing the respon-

dents, Ombudsman-Visayas
Pelagio S. Apostol declared the
evidence to be insufficient and
ruled that the four officials en-
joyed the presumption of regu-
larity in performing their official
duties.

Furthermore, Apostol also
found it highly suspicious and
incredible that the complainants
and the so-called witnesses
filed the cases only after a pe-
riod of three years from the time
of the alleged offense.

The Ombudsman used the
payrolls as the best evidence
considered in resolving the
cases and ruled that a perusal
of the payroll “shows that the

Bangalando, Andris Alcoriza,
Fredelino Tubaing, Celso Enojo
and Cicelle Morte a total of P 87,
025.00 in wages.

But the Ombudsman-
Visayas did not believe that they
failed to notice the discrepancy
in the year of 2004 while casting
suspicion why they only filed
the case in the year 2007 just
when the barangay elections
were forthcoming.

Tuballa, who was then op-
posed by Salvoro, lamented that
the case was then used to smear
his campaign for re-election. In-
deed, Tuballa was defeated by
Salvoro in a narrow margin of 50
votes amid allegations of mas-
sive vote buying and active
support of Mayor Gonzalez to
Salvoro’s bid.  The third candi-
date, Anastacio Morte, also a
complainant against Tuballa in
this case, ran but placed third in
the 3-cornered 2007 Puhagan
elections. (By Dems Rey
Demecillo)

Ex-Puhagan ...
(From page l7)

started distributing
drought resistance rice seeds
to Ayungon, Zamboanguita,
Tayasan, Sta. Catalina and
Bayawan. The government is
also planning to distribute shal-
low tube wells to suction water
from rivers and irrigate the
parched  farmlands.

Banggay added that the
provincial DA will intensify its
fingerling dispersal, use of or-
ganic fertilizers, training of ru-
ral based organizations for
food processing and proper
storage as additional measures
against the long dry spell.

Alejandro Rafal of the De-
partment of Agriculture Region
7 does not discount the possi-
bility that the government may
resort to cloud seeding to in-
duce rains should the El Niño
phenomenon threaten the food
security of Central Visayas.

6 areas ...
(From page 17)

power supply in Mindanao;
less public confidence in the
Comele.

The slow printing of bal-
lots might not produce the
50million official ballots on
time; 77,000 ballot boxes are
made in Taiwan; these might not
reach the hinterlands on time.

However, Provincial Elec-
tion Supervisor Atty. Eddie Aba
remains confident that save on
the possibility of delay in the
transmission of election results
in some remote areas without
signal from network providers,
the local poll body is within the
timetable in its preparations.

He assured that even with
the absence of a signal, the re-
sults can still be sent to the
COMELEC headquarters using
BGAN.  But in a worst case sce-
nario, the poll body can resort
to a procedure, not yet made
public for security reasons, to
ensure that though delayed the
results are known and transmit-
ted within 24 hours after the
precincts are closed.

DepEd frowns ...
(From page 1)

column of the amount of salary
and the column where the la-
borers-witnesses affixed their
signatures to show receipt of
salary were side by side. It
would be hard not to notice the
amount, considering especially
that it was specifically the re-
lease of the same that they were
signing the payroll for. Surely
the laborers would notice the
amount due them, lack of edu-
cation and innocence notwith-
standing.”

Complainants Maria Lea
Salvoro, Anastacio Morte,
Susana Alcancia, Nazario
Tubat and Marlon Tubaing, all
of whom were incumbent
barangay councilors opposed
to the then re-electionist
Barangay Captain Tuballa,
claimed that the payroll pad-
ding deprived witnesses
Clauria Tinonas, Emelia
Laguras, Teotimo Laguras,
Serafin Paira, Elesio




